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blue glasses respectively, and upon the plate also are

printed "grating rulings" of pitcbes corresponding to the
wave lengths of these colours. The result is very beautiful,
the most striking subject shown being a large stained
glass east window. This demonstration was undertaken
for Mr. Wood of the University of Wisconsin. Mr. Saville
Kent, F.R.S., exhibited a beautiful collection of natural
colour photographs of zoological and botanical subjects. Mr.
J. E. Petavel proposes to re-establish platinum as a standard
of light. The apparatus was in full working order,
the standard adopted being the light emitted by platinum
just as it is about to solidify. The chief exhibitions
on the table in the middle of the principal library
were microscopic specimens. Among these Dr. Patrick
Manson’s exhibit showing the development of the
malarial parasite attracted considerable interest. Close
by was an admirable collection of mosquitoes recently
received at the Natural History Museum for study in
reference to the connexion of malaria with mosquitoes. This
exhibit was presided over by Professor Ray Lankester, F.R.S.
Much of the space on the same table was devoted to the
exhibition of cultures {and microscopic specimens of certain
pathogenic bacteria by Dr. Macfadyen for the Jenner Institute
of Preventive Medicine. A corner, however, was assigned to
Dr. Gladstone who showed some interesting ancient metals
from Egypt, Babylon, and Britain. Amongst these was
powdered galena from Glastonbury which was used for

blackening eyebrows. There were many other objects of
interest which have already been described in a previous
article in THE LANCET of May 6th, 1899, on the occasion of
the first conversazione.
The lantern demonstrations in the meeting room included

some photographs of the eruption of Vesuvius in 1898 taken
by Dr. Tempest Anderson; some beautiful phenomena of

phosphorescence shown by Mr. Herbert Jackson ; and some
views of the Bolivian Andes taken by that well-known

explorer Sir Martin Conway. The scene was a brilliant one,
and a very large number of distinguished visitors were

present.

THE ARTICLE CLUB INDUSTRIAL
EXHIBITION.

ON Saturday afternoon, June 17th, the members of the
Article Club held an :exhibition in the south nave of the
Crystal Palace. The Article Club is a club composed of
commercial men whose object is to form a combination of
the world’s foremost industries-a somewhat ambitious pro-
gramme, by the way, but one which the promoters take
most practical steps to carry out. We refer here only to
such of the exhibits as were of interest to medical men, but

speaking generally we may say that the club managed to
get together a very interesting and representative commercial
show.

Messrs. J. and J. Colman, Ltd., at their stall, distin-
guished by a model of Carrow Works, their factory
at Norwich, showed some new sinapisms consisting of
mustard spread on a light pliable fabric between
two canvasses. Their concentrated mustard oil, a greenish
oleaginous product expressed from the seeds, is of a specially
refined character. Messrs. W. J. Bush and Co., Ltd., of
Artillery-lane, London, had a good show of essential oils and
essences of all sorts. Messrs. Fassett and Johnson, of 31 and
32, Snow-hill, E.C., showed their mustard-plasters on paper
and cloth, which must be dipped in tepid water ; if water of a
higher temperature is used the ferment myrosin, which acts
upon the glucosides producing the volatile oils, is coagulated
and so rendered incapable of entering into reaction.

Sulphur candles in different sizes, to which reference has
already been made in our columns, were shown; they are
much used for disinfection of rooms by sulphurous acid gas.
Their belladonna plasters, containing the pharmacopceial
alkaloidal strength (0’5 per cent.), are excellently pro-
tected by linen on each side. Mention may also be made
of their aseptic ligatures, carbolated gauze and cotton and
rubber adhesive plaster (Mead’s). Mr. W. F. Stanley, of
13, Railway-approach, London-bridge, S.E., exhibited a stock
of optical instruments of delicate workmanship, and on view
were the pebble cutting and working and frame making for
the spectacles performed by skilled workmen. Mr. Stanley

also showed some glasses with rigid frame (so as not
to fold) which fit the nose by light spring plaquets
applying themselves with soft pressure. The india-
rubber goods of Messrs. J. E. Hopkinson and Co.,
Ltd., of West Drayton, Middlesex, were well worth
inspection. The Thornton-Scarth Syndicate, Ltd., of Bir-
mingham, represented the Acetylene Lighting Industry.
Pinley Small-pox Hospital (near Coventry) is lighted by this
gas. We were informed by the firm that they are about to
put on the market a portable apparatus for laryngoscopic
work which may be carried in the waistcoat pocket. Mellin’s
Food, Limited, had a prettily arranged stall of their
foods and emulsions. The exhibit of the Bovril Co., of
30, Farringdon-street, E C., contained a great variety
of preparations, including stamnoids, Malto-Carnis, meat
juice, marrol, and virol, which we have already noticed.
At the stall of Dr. Jaeger’s Sanitary Woollen System
Co., of 95, Milton-street, London, E.C., the Notting-
ham Circular Frame was in motion, illustrating the
weaving of pure undyed woollen material for the

Jaeger underwear. A very fine woollen material "taffeta 
"

seems’ specially well adapted for summer wear and for

the colonies. Messrs. Defries and Sons, of 147, Hounds-
ditch, London, E.C., showed the Pasteur Filter and

Equifex disinfection appliances. The Saturated Steam Dis-
infector under pressure, with automatic recording-gauge
indicating temperature obtained in each operation and its
duration, as adopted in Netley Hospital, &c., was a

prominent feature in the exhibit. Messrs. Newton,
Chambers, and Co., Ltd., of 331, Gray’s Inn-road, W.C.,
exhibited numerous preparations of the non-poisonous dis-
infectant "Izal "-emulsion, soap, ointment, tooth-powder,
&c. The value of Izal was pointed out in a paper in
THE LANCET of July 1st, 1893. Izal lint and gauze were
also shown and preparations of Izal oil called perles, used
for intestinal antisepsis.

Other stalls of interest were those of the Patent Borax Co.,
of 129, Holborn, Messrs. Hall Matthew and Co., sanitary
engineers, of 88, Wigmore-street, W., and Messrs. R. and A.
Main, gas cooking and heating engineers, of Kinning Park,
Glasgow. At the stall of the Messrs. Siemens, electrical
engineers, was a telegraph instrument, one of 12 which were
sent out to Khartoum in 1878 by the firm to the order of
the late General Gordon (the order as written by General
Gordon was shown). The instrument was found after the
battle of Omdurman in a hut in working condition.

In the absence of Lord Suffield, President of the club, the
chair was taken by Mr. Laurence Cowen, the honorary
secretary at the luncheon, which was served in the club’s
dining-room. About 200 persons were present, including
Sir Chih Chen Lo Fengluh, Chinese Minister Pleni-

potentiary, Lord Donoughmore, Sir Horace Tozer, K.C.M.G.,
Agent-General for Queensland, and others. His Excellency
the Chinese Minister addressed the company and in the course
of a few remarks said that he looked upon the English
press as a great instrument for good, that he was a great
admirer of our literature, and had read many of our

philosophical, poetical, and scientific works, and that he
was having Lord Charles Beresford’s work on China
translated for use in his own country. In his opinion it
was one of his most important duties to bring to the

knowledge of his fellow countrymen what had been and
what was being done in this country. He took the oppor-
tunity of indicating not only the friendly feeling he bore
towards this country, but his sense of the importance of
bringing the manufacturers of the British Empire into
closer ;commercial touch with the 400,000,000 inhabitants
of the empire which he represented.-His Excellency pro-
poses to make a tour of the manufacturing districts in Great
Britain, and according to a leading article in this week’s issue
of Commerce it is his intention further to return the com-
pliment paid by Lord Charles Beresford to China by writing
a book which shall record his impressions of Industrial
Britain and which is intended to be an official report on the
manufacturing resources of this country to his Government.

ISOLATION HOSPITAL FOR BRISTOL.-The new
isolation hospital at Ham Green is to be opened for the recep-
tion of patients on July 17th. The hospital and grounds
cover about 20 acres of land and will provide accommodation
for 185 patients. The buildings at present erected consist
of four pavilions and an isolation ward which will accom-
modate 76 cases. The cost has been estimated at about

&pound;30,000.
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Obituary.
LAWSON TAIT, F.R.C.S. ENG. & EDIN.

THE unexpected death of Mr. Lawson Tait has created
a widespread feeling of regret and has removed from the
domain of surgery a light which has shone with singular
force and brilliancy for a number of years. Mr. Tait was

present at the opening of the new railway station at Droit-
wich on June 3rd; and at the subsequent luncheon, in

response to a call for his name when the toast of "The
Visitors" was proposed, he rose and spoke the following
words: 11 I came to Droitwich last night; I was quite well ;
I had a bath and to-day I am better." Amid laughter he
resumed his seat with evidently little presage of what was
so soon to come. On June 13th he was seized with pain
and serious symptoms connected with the kidneys, and died
at three o’clock in the afternoon. The renal disease was of
some duration, for two years ago a calculus became impacted
in his urethra. This was removed by a surgical colleague,
but his health had been indifferent since, and no doubt
the disease which ultimately caused his death was progress-
ing in the interval.
Lawson Tait was born in Edinburgh in 1845 and was

consequently only in his fifty-fifth year at the time of his
death. Educated at Heriot’s Hospital School in that city
he subsequently became a student in medicine at the

University and Extra-mural School and qualified as

L.R.C.S. Edin. in 1866, becoming a Fellow of the Royal
College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, in 1870 and of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England in 1871. It was during
his student days when associated closely with Mr. Alex.
McKenzie Edwards, a rapid and brilliant operating surgeon,
and afterwards with Sir James Simpson, that he imbibed
and fostered that enthusiasm for surgery which led him to
what may fairly be termed world-wide renown. After
three years at Wakefield, where he was house surgeon to
the hospital, he went to Birmingham in 1870, taking a
house in the suburbs. He soon afterwards removed to the
centre of the town and by his indomitable energy and

persistence, as well as by early association with influential
fellow-residents, became a prominent citizen and a rapidly
rising surgeon. It was about this time that the oppor-
tunity was given to his powers by the establishment of the
Hospital for Women. The project met with considerable

opposition within the ranks of the medical profession, but
the great mortality which some 30 years ago attended
abdominal operations proved a strong argument with the
public for the advisability of supporting a special hospital
where, it was urged, special care could be given to such
cases. Throwing himself with characteristic vigour into
the movement all opposition was borne down and Tait
was appointed one of the first surgeons to the hospital.
It was at this date that he became a Fellow of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England. In the Hospital for
Women and in his own private hospital in the Crescent
at Birmingham he soon obtained a large practice in
abdominal operations devising surgical methods which
have gone far to revolutionise the treatment of the

special diseases of women throughout the world. In 1873
he published his first work on Diseases of the Ovaries for
which the Hastings Gold Medal was awarded. His method
of performing ovariotomy operations without the clamp
(until Tait’s time almost universally employed) was attended
with exceptional success. In the removal of diseased
Fallopian tubes and pelvic abscesses he enunciated new
views of pathology which have since received general
acceptance, and with the investigation of ectopic gestations
his name has been honourably connected as a great pioneer
and original worker. In perineal operations he simplified
and practised a ready method of repairing the tissues which
has been generally followed, and by numerous and almost
incessant contributions to the surgery of the female pelvic
organs he advocated and emphasised operative modifica-
tions founded upon the outcome of an exceptional and
versatile power of intuition. Nor was his genius confined to
the sphere of gynascology alone, for he operated in
other directions, notably for the removal of gall-stones,
with original design and ability. Tait was, indeed, a

rapid and brilliant operator, quick in judgment, fertile
in resources, and apt in dealing with difficulties. Not

giving so much profound attention to diagnosis, which
he knew and felt was often problematical, he solved the

question in abdominal operations by his insight into the

pathological conditions present and by bold and often daring
procedure he met with results which signalised his skill
and power of overcoming difficulties and complications.
Self-confident and capable, he was always aware that his

strength was exhibited in the face of danger, and he inspired
the feeling in those with whom he was associated that fear
was unknown to him and that nothing was ever done by
him in response to so unreasonable a sentiment.
Lawson Tait was appointed first Professor of Gynsecology

at Mason University College and afterwards bailiff and
trustee of that institution, where he always espoused the
cause of medical education with foresight and effect. In 1890
his surgical position was recognised by the British Medical
Association, before which body he was chosen to deliver the
address in surgery at the annual meeting held in Birmingham.
That address reads now as a perfect revelation of the man.
In it we see his clear-headedness, his pugnacity, his contempt
for detail, his worship of good surgery, and his glory in his
own talents. To read it is to understand at once his enormous
success as well as his more than occasional failure. Speaking
in Birmingham he invited the attention of his hearers to the
dexterity of the Birmingham button-cutter. He warned
modern surgeons against attaching undue importance to
elaborate book-learning, speaking with open contempt of the
man who without mechanical skill and on the strength of a
needlessly perfect scientific education embarks upon operative
procedure. That he unduly emphasised his point, regard-
ing surgery too much in the sense of the craft and being too
sweeping in his condemnation of science as an element
in the training of the medical student is possible, but it is
undoubted that some of the strictures which he at that time
considered it to be his duty to pass upon the prevailing trend
of professional education were, and are, deserved. We
commend the perusal of this address to all. Many of the
topics are controversial and on many of them our readers
might not, as we do not, take the dead orator’s view exactly ;
but in the main Tait was right, and his remarkably pithy
and vigorous words make admirable reading.

In public life Lawson Tait never abated in his unceasing
zeal and efforts to fulfil the objects which he had in view. As
a member of the town council of Birmingham he took an
important part in the health and sanitary deliberations of
the council, doing good work upon the Asylums Committee
and as chairman of the Health Committee. A prominent
and enthusiastic politician, he propounded his views after
the split of the Liberal party over the Home Rule question
with his usual force, and fought as a Gladstonian Liberal
in Unionist Birmingham for a seat in Parliament, where in
a contest with Mr. Jesse Collings he was hopelessly
defeated. His restlessness of disposition and tenacity of
purpose led him into association with most of the public
movements during his residence in the town, in all of
which he was found to be a dangerous opponent and
an aggressive champion of the cause which he took up.
In this life of constant struggle he made many friends and
also many foes, for he never took trouble to conciliate
those who differed from him, with relentless criticism con-
tinuing to fall upon his adversaries with heavy hostility.
It was difficult to cross swords with him in controversy
as he depended less upon the facts than upon the object
which he had in view for a justification of anything he
might say. Hence his methods often led to avoidance of
antagonism on the part of others. But, as a rule, Tait’s
adversaries were ready to allow to their doughty antagonist
full credit for courage and for a fine desire to fight on the
side, as he conceived it, of the weak and the oppressed. He
dearly loved a losing cause and a consensus of accepted
opinion was anathema maranatha to him. Had there been
a seriously divided opinion in the medical profession upon
the question of the scientific value of experiments on sub-
human animal life Tait would have been less ardent in the
cause of anti-vivisection and more keen to sift the statements
and weigh the alleged arguments of the non-scientific
persons who welcomed him so warmly to their ranks.
Had Gladstonian Liberalism stood a practical chance at
Birmingham half the charm for Tait in contesting for the
honour of the Parliamentary representation of the Bordesley
division would have been absent. Had any other surgeon
possessing a tithe of his position or professional skill thrown
doubt on the value of the antiseptic methods Tait would have
been far less ready to appear as a public sceptic, even though


